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3 COTLAND, 6. 


HERE are two remarkable Auen 
who have lately made their Appearance 
in Scotland; the one . che Ab- 
Jjuration, the other defending i, How- 
Per, theſe Gentlemen wy ſet up 55 be wiſer 
an their Teachers, yet ſureI am, our Clergy 
now their Intereſt, and their Duty better, 
Pan to be impoſed upon by the one, Who has 
Jade it his Work to raiſe ſome needleſs Scruples; © 
be wheedled by the other, who (it mw 
ad no Way left him to get clear of th 
ruples, but by a Flight of Meta 8 | and 
reſcinding about the Nature of Limitations 
d N An Oath ſure has Nothing 
d do with ſuch Jargon. 
II hope to do more Honour and Juſtice to out 
wlergy by e that they'll rea- 
ily come into the Abjuration: And this I 5, ather, 
ii, From Precedents; Sand, From the Nature 


f the Abjuration; and Lat, From the' fatal 
* Con- 


ory 


(in order to a thorough Reformation) they by 


Errors, ſuch as Epiſcopacy, and all th'Y 


- 


| ( 4 ) * 
Conſequences that muſt follow upon the Refu- 


ſal ofit ; all which I ſhall lay before my Reader he 
in ſuch a plain Manner as may fit the meaneſt 9 
Capacity. tl 

As to the Firſt of theſe, fwhoever will be net 
pleaſed to look over the Hiſtory of our Church, Noc. 
will find, that our Clergy have readily gone in- I. 


to all the Abjurations (and no few there have ure 


been) that were contriv'd by our Nation ſince df 

theirfirſt Eſtabliſhment. I he firſt we meet withis N ho 
the National Covenant, 1580, in Which all the ily 
Errors of the Romiſh Church are abjured re 
But becauſe this was impoſed by the Civil Au-Fſtal 
thority, I ſhall not reckon upon it. In the Year Near 
1638, our Clergy, to ſhow their good Diſpo- f ou 


ſitions towards Abjurations, did, without the hol 


Conſent of the Civil Authority, revive the fore · 638 
ſaid Abjuration, with ſome neceſſary Additions{ 539 
(by way of Explanation) of a very. high Na- Prin 
ture. Neither ſhall Ilay great Streſs on this, $1" 
becauſe Popiſh Errors were only abjured by this ent 
Covenant, and who would not do that ? But; ill, 
that which clears this Matter beyond Exception, Frine 
is the Solemn League and Covenant. OurCler-$1d N 
gy wiſely conſider'd, that the abjuring only Po. 
iſh Errors diſcovered but a ſmall Degree oi 
eal for the reformed Religiog; and therefore hrt 


his Covenant abjured even all the proteſtant 


Branches of the Hierarchy. I could give mort 
Inſtances of this Nature; but I hope, what f 
have ſaid, will ſatisfie my Reader, that ou 
Clergy are ſo far from having any Averſion fro 
Abjurations; that they have run upon — 

when 


— 


\ : * 5. * 
henever they came to offer themſelves; though 
Shey were ſo far = having the Countenance 
of the Civil Authority for ſo doing, that they 
Met with many Diſcouragements upon that 
Account. 24 D PR : 
come now in the ſecond, Place to the Na- 
ure of the Abjuration, which conſiſts chiefly 
ff Two Parts: The Firſt is the abjuring one 
: Tho pretends to be the laſt of the Race and Fa- 
«ily of Suat. Whoever- conſiders the man 
IV reſtlings of our Church ever ſince their fir 
Eſtabliſmment with ſome, I (forManners ſake) for- 
Fear to name, the publick and avow'd Grounds 
If our Faſts and Humiliations, together with the 
hole Procedure of our Church from the Year 
1638, to the Act of the Weſt Kirk in the Year 
ons 559, cannot ſuſpect there is any Thing in ab- 
Na- ring this pretended Prince inconſiſtent either 
his Vith our Profeſſion, or our Practice; for let that 
thic$entleman's Blood, Claim or Title, be what it 
Fill, we have nothing to do with him; the Do- 
Frines of Hereditary Right, Paſſive Obedience 
nd Non-Reſiſtance, never got Footing among 
S. Buchanan de Jure Regni, Lex Rex, & Jus 
Fopuls, are our Guides in ſuch Caſes. The other 
Fart of the Abjuration, is the ſettling the Suc- 
& ilioa in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, they 
tanding Proteſtants, about which I am ſure our 
th@ergy have no Manner of Scruple. + 
Jore But becauſe there are a great many Difficul- 
1at Nies raiſed about the leſſer Matters of this Oath, 
ſhall do my beſt to remove them: And Firſt, we 


ro Fe told there are ſome Things in this Oath 
henfÞubtful, which I deny; and though there 
© were 


hen 


... 4 
were, yet it is no greater Argument againft thi; Almi 
Abjuration than it weuld have been againſt al 
our former Abjurations. For Example, the! 
National Covenant was taken by all Ranks and! 
Degrees of Men, Now would it have been 

ood Argument for every Blockhead to refuſth 
it, becauſe there was Op Operatum and Station: vers 
in it. I trow not: Our Clergy would never have bring 
allow'd fuch a weak Defence. One would ſous 
think, but Iam not poſitive in it, that all Abjura· In br 
tions, ſuppoſe in their own Nature ſomethingſthe 
that's doubtful or controverted, otherwiſe there were 
were the leſs Neceſſity of them, and by them 
we have this remarkable Benefit, that whatti 
might be doubtful before, is made clear in all 
Times coming. 5 
But Secondly, We are told that this Abjuration 
is a limiting the Providence of God Almighty," 
and an Invaſion upon the Claim of Right he has this 
to the Government of this lower World. I take Nat 
this to be a moſt ſenſeleſs Scruple. The Provi- 
dence of God Almighty cannot be limited hy 
any Humane Contrivances, a Propoſition not 
only evident in its own Nature, but in Fact. 
Did our Abjuring Epiſcopacy in the Solemn 
League and Covenant put a Bar upon the Pro- 
vidence of God to reſtore it? We found it other- 
wiſe; for it was re- eſtabliſn'd a few Vears after. 
Or did the Tender, by which the whole Race 
and Family of Stuart were abjured, limit the v 
Providence of God from reitoring that II- time 
zuſtrious Houſe to its ancient and juſt Rights. us t 
Nay, when that Royal Family was bronght to. ofte 
the greateſt Extremity, and was ſo low, that iti W 3 

5 CE Fo. os 


* 


and Nay, Abjurations are ſo far from putting Li- 
en :Fnitations upon Providence, that oftimes they 
fuſe re but ſorry Reſtraints even upon the Contri- 
ion vers of them. None were more forward to 
ave pring in Epiſcopacy than ſome of our moſt zea- 
uld Jous Covenanters ; nor had any a greater Hand 
ra · In bringing back Charles the Second to fit upon 
ingſthe Throne of his Anceſtors, than thoſe who 
ere were the Promoters of the Tende.½ 

em} I hope I have made it very plain that Abjura- 
hatFtions do not limit the Providence of God Al- 
all mighty. Indeed, when God, by the viſible 

Hand of his Providence, at any Time inte 

ion ſes, and breaks in upon a Legal Eſtabliſnment, 
ty, whatever Fences it has planted for its Security, 
has this ſupercedes all antecedent Ties of whatever 
ike Nature they be; and to deny this, were to ſap 
vi-gthe Revolution Principles. and undermine the 
hy very Ground on which we juſt now ſtand. 

not Certainly the Wit of Man comes ſhort,when 
ict. he would ſet Limits unto Providence. What 
mn greater Security can we poor Creatures project, 
ro- than tainting the Blood; and yet we find, Hen- 
er- ry the Seventh of England was raiſed to the 
er. Throne not many Days after his Blood was tain- 
ice Fed, and that in a ſolemn Manner. Indeed ſuch 
he viſible Strokes of the Divine Providence are of- 


-. times very neceſſary to awaken and keep up in 
ts. vs the Senſe of an inviſible Power, which is too 
to often forgot ſo long as-we proſper in our own 


Way. A 4 But 


But Thirdly, We Seer had that there is ſome- 
thing in this. Abjuration inconſiſtent. with. our 
Covenant. I love to deal fairly and : honeſtly, $1 
and therefore cannot deny it: But then it ould 
he carefully conſider d, that tis very improper # 
to ſay any Thing is inconſiſtent with another, 
unleſs that other Thing have à real Exiſtence. 
Now the Solemn League and Covenant (be- li 
twixt which and the Abjuration there is an In- 
conſiſtence) is vacated . Law; it is declared 
void and null, and conſequently hath no real 
Exiſtence. 3 VTV 3 
But granting that the Covenant were ſtill 
—— hope *tis. no new Thing 
to find, our Clergy ſwearing Inconſiſtencies. h 
This has been ſo common .a Practice, I wonder N 
to ſee any Body ſurpriz'd with it. All our in 
Clergy before the Year 1638 had taken an Oath ie 
of Canonical Obedience to their Biſhops 3 and g 
yet did not theſe. ſame Men take the Solema 
League. I hope I need not prove that there Jt 
was ſome Inconſiſtency betwixt. theſe. Nay, did n 
not Seven hundred of our Clergy, and there are ti 
but Nine hundred in the whole, who took the 
Solemn League, ſubmit to Epiſcopacy in the 
Year 1662, and take the Oath of Canonical O- 
bedience to their, Biſhops ? Nay, ſubſcribe the ce 
Declaration, which was an expre(s. Renouncia- C 
tion of the Solemn League. There was indeed p! 
in the Courſe of Twenty Years ſuch a Crowd ns 
of Inconſiſtencies gone into by a Set of the beſt h) 
and moſt learned Clergy, ever we had, that I te 
can neither ſatisfy my ſelf, nor any other, how {th 
this came about, ſave upon this Maxim Poſterip- pr 
ra derog ant prioribus, that is, The laſt Oath = | 
5 = take 


„ 


take eyacuates all tho bene, both ds Fare and de 
Facto, provided always there be Inconſiſtencies; 
Ind if this was a Good Rule, it is fo ſtill, quod 
rat demonſtrandumnwnmn . 


ther, But then in the Fourth and Left Place, Tis 
ence. romplained, that we muſt take this Oath wil- 
(be- ingly and heartily 3 and where is the Danger 
in In- pf that? An Oath is a ſolemn Part of the Wor- 
lared Jhip of God; and who can doubt but our Cler- 


y, who. are -zealous of all the other Parts of 
orſhip, will heartily join in this? "Tis indeed 


real 


> ſtill at beſt but an improper Way af ſpeaking, to 
Thing ſay a Man does any Thing unwillingly ; for if 
ncies. he does, we cannot ſay he is accountable for it 
onder No Action can be ſaid to be criminal, if it be 
1 our not voluntary. However I would not have this 
Oath ſo underſtood, as that I mean there is leſs Dan- 


and ger in taking this Oath unwillingly than hear tĩ- 
lemn My ; for an Oath muſt be taken in the Senſe of 
there the Impoſer.. We muſt take it in a fair aud ho- 
„did gneſt Way, or let it alone: Our fooliſh Explana- 
re are tions, or mental Reſervations, will never mend 
k the he Matter in the Sight of God or Man. 
al O- 4 1 come now to conſider the fatal Conſequen- 
the ces that may follow upon the Refuſal of this 
ncia- FOath :. And Frit Thereby ye endanger the Peo- 
deed ple committed to your Charge, by leaving them 
rowd s Sheep without a Shepherd, to be devoured 
beſt by the wild. Beaſts of the Foreſt, that are ready 
that Ito break in upon them. I tremble, I tremble ta 
how Ehink of this. You ſee our Hedges and Fences 
terig- pre broke down, and we lie open to our Ene- 
h we mies, what ſhall then become of us if we loſe 
take 5 our 


Ls: 
our Watchmen? 1 wifh th were all. Nay, by 
your Refuſat you endanger your own Families, 
and expoſe them to Want, when by the Ties of 
Nature and Chriſtianity ye are obliged to pro- | 
vide for them. Confider that ſad word, He is | 
worſe than an Infidel that provides not for his own Fa- 
mily. 


Upon the Review of all, I addreſs my ſelf to 
you the Clergy of our Church. Much depends 
upon your Behaviour at this Juncture. There 
are ſeveral Bills paſſed of late which cannot but 
be very uncaſy to you: The Toleration is a hard 
Chapter. Say of them whatever ye pleaſe, on- ! 
Iy do not ſay they are ill done. Ye may mourn | 
in ſecret, but not murmur; for that may pro- 
voke your Superiors to put, yet harder Tasks u- | 
pon you ; and therefore give me Leave with all 
due Submiſſion to lay theſe Cautions before 
you. | | 


Firſt, Take Care not to meddle with any 
Thing in your publick Acts which can be con- Fi 
ſtrued in any ways to interfere with what the 
Parliament has done. The Times will not bear 
this ſo well as in the Years 48 and 49; nor 
would your Enemies ſeek a better Handle to per - 
Twade the Parliament to make ſome new Regu- Wi 
lations in your Courts of Judicature, which ye 
would not like: For though your Government 
be ſecured by the Treaty of Union, yet a great! 
many Things are left fo looſe, I know not what 
to make of it. II! give a Hint but of ſome few 
Things: 1. May not the Parliament 9 ith 

only 


* | | 0. d] | | 
8, only to be in the oer of the Queen to call a 
General Aſſembly once a Year , and adjourn 
them when'ſhe ſhall think fir? 2. That it ſhall 
i Ybe Treaſon for them to ſit after the ſaid Adjourn- 
ment; 3. That the Queen ſhall name the Mo- 
derator, and limit the Aſſembly only to treat u- 
pon ſuch Heads as ſhe in her great Wiſdom ſhall 
de pleaſed to lay before you. Ye have a Prece- 

dent for this in the Famous Aſſembly at Weftmin- 
> of er, ſo juſtly eſteem'd by us. 4. Might not the 
Parliament find, that ſeeing there are in Scorland 
Iten Lay-Elders for one Preaching Elder, and 
„ on- that the firſt have a great Plurality upon the 
10urn Fother in all Kirk Seſſions, which is the radical 
pro- ludicatory from which all others take their Riſe, 
$ks u- and have atleaſt an Equality in all Presbyteries, 
th all they ſhould have the ſame Proportion in all Ge- 
xfore © neral Aſſemblies? And for this we have very 
early Precedents in the Practice of our Refor- 
mers from the Year 1560 to 1570; and however 
n any this might leſſen the Power of the Clergy, yet 
e con- Fit would take wonderfully with the great Body 
at the of the Lairds. 5. Might not the Parliament de- 
t bear Fclare, that the Power of appointing publick Faſts 
nor I was ſolely in the Queen's Perſon; and to com- 
o per · Ipleat all, diſcharge the Commiſſlon of the Kirk 
Regu- in all Time coming, Which ye know has no 
ich ye Foundation in Law. How far all theſe, or any 
ment of them, are inconſiſtent with the Freaty of 
great Union, *tis only the Parliament can tell us, as 
t what they haye done already in the Caſe of a Tolera- 
ne few tion and Patronages. 


Tle 
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The Other Caution I would give you, is to 
take Care that your People gtow not tumultua- 
ry, and break out into open Violence. This 
might endanger our 'whole Conſtitution, and 
bring on a Forfeiture of all+ our reſerved Arti- 
cles. We have often tried our Hands by Force 
of Arms, but were never ſucceſsful, except a- 
gainſt that unfortunate Prince. King Charles the 
Firſt, which yet ended in your, as well as his, 
Ruin. The Government of Britain is not to be 
_—_ by the Commotion of an undiſciplined, 
Rabble. „ of wb pt 20x 7 bad 


In the Laſt Place, Take Care to gain the No- 
bility and Gentry by a mannerly -and prudent 
Behaviour ; and though it will take ſome Time 
before they can forget your ſawcy Carriage g 
while the Sun heats warm upon you, yet J 
doubt not, but by ſtooping a little (they will nat 
expect much from you) ye may get in upon them, 
and thereby ſo fortify your Eſtabliſhment, that 
it cannot be ſhaken. Many of the Ladies are 

our Friends, and they will do all they can to 

often their Husbands. But if a ſowr and pee- . 
viſn Humour muſt ſtill reign among you, and 
ye continue to take part with the Servant a- 
gainſt his Maſter, who knows. but the Nobility $; 
and Gentry may get the greateſt Body of the þ 
Nation to make an Addreſs in Favour of Epiſco- 
pacy ; and tis not hard to tell what the Parlia- 
meat might doin ſuch an Event. They might 
ſhorten that long Word Uralterable, . and ſettle 
us once more upon the Inclinations of the Peo- 
ple, in Order to make the Union more * 
We 


rriage 
yet 1 
ill nat 
them, 
„ that 
es are 
can to 
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We were ſure very unhappy, if there were not 


tO many ways left. us to make the Union better. 


The Nation cannot but be very ſenſible of 


Itheir Happineſs under your Government; for 


hough they had much Peace and Plenty under 
Epiſcopacy, yet they wanted pure Ordinances, 


End a Goſpel Miniſtry. You have always born 


ard upon the Prerogative, and been Champions 


e for the Rights and Liberties of the People; and 


hough ye made ſome falſe Steps in the Reign 
pf King James the Firſt, while ye were Sharers 


Lf his Favours, yet when ye found him going, 


none more forward to help on the Work. Our 
People had turn'd ſoft. and effeminate, had not 
ye rouz'd them from Time to Time to petition 
heir Monarchs with the Sword in their Hands: 
| ſhould weary my Reader, if I did enumerate 
all the Advantages we have had by your Eſta- 
dliſhment ; but that which crowns all, is, that 
while under Epiſcopacy, we languiſh'd under an 
id and muſty Conſtitution of a — Succeſ- 
on, and were proud of the Independency of 
ur State, which we had preſerved, with that 
f our Succeſſion, for Two thouſand Years : Ye 
ave happily reformed even that; and under 
our with Adminiſtration, we are united to our 
ealthy Neighbours, and brought under the Le- 
iſlature of the wiſeſt People upon earth: And 
ow what would the World ſay, if ye quarrel 
ven with their Proceedings ? Your Enemies will 
ot fail to tell us, that ye were never pleaſed 
ith any Government, but when the Reins and 
Vhip too were in your own Hands. 


-1 
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I have but one Advice more to give you in this 
ritical JunQure, and that is, not to put off your 
the Abjuration till the Term aſſign'd you 
—— ; that will not look ſo well. I have pret- 
good Aſſurance that the Pretender is in no 
A Ware th, and if he ſnould ſlip off be- 
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